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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR IS US 
SUBJECT: SUEZ CANAL TRANSIT 
REE: STATE 258222 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON 

1 . DINITZ CALLED BACK THIS MORNING TO SAY HE HAD CONVEYED 
OUR REACTION TO "SEABIRD” PROPOSAL (REFTEL) TO JERUSALEM 
AND HAD NOW RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM ALLON GIVING VIEWS OE 
BOTH RABIN AND ALLON AS FOLLOWS. ISRAEL COULD NOT UNDER- 
STAND OR ACCEPT US POSITION IN THIS MATTER OR REASONING 
BEHIND IT. PASSAGE OF ISRAELI CARGOES THROUGH CANAL 
SHOULD BE ROUTINE MATTER. ISRAEL DID NOT FEEL IT SHOULD BE 
NECESSARY TO GO THROUGH US EVERY TIME. ISRAEL HAD ONLY 
GONE THROUGH US FIRST FEW TIMES TO BE SURE ALL WAS 
ARRANGED AND WENT WELL. ISRAEL THEREEORE WAS NOW REQUEST- 
ING THAT US RECONSIDER MATTER AND CONVEY ISRAEL'S PLAN FOR 
"SEABIRD" TRANSIT NOVEMBER 2 TO EGYPTIANS. 
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2. ATHERTON LATER GAVE EOLLOWING MESSAGE TO DINITZ. HE HAD 
BEEN ASKED BY SECRETARY TO INFORM DINITZ WE DID NOT DIS- 
AGREE THAT CANAL PASSAGE SHOULD BECOME ROUTINE. WE ALSO 
DID NOT FEEL MATTER SHOULD GO THROUGH US EVERY TIME. HOW- 
EVER, ISRAELI REQUEST FOR US VIEW TO BE RECONSIDERED HAD 
BEEN TAKEN UP AT WHITE HOUSE, AND US VIEW STOOD AS 
ATHERTON HAD DESCRIBED IT PREVIOUS DAY(REFTEL). TO ASK 
US TO PUT THIS MATTER TO EGYPTIANS WHILE SADAT WAS HERE 
IN US WAS IN EFFECT A PROVOCATION. FURTHER, IF "SEABIRD " 
PROCEEDED NOVEMBER 2 IN ANY CASE, WE WOULD BE FORCED TO 
STATE OUR VIEW ON MATTER PUBLICLY. ATHERTON EMPHASIZED 
THAT, ONCE SADAT WAS BACK IN EGYPT, IT SHOULD BECOME 
ROUTINE. US TOOK ITS PRESENT POSITION BECAUSE OF 
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE THAT SADAT WAS TRAVELLING IN U.S. 
KISSINGER 
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